This factsheet is from YouthREX’s Research to Practice Report
Supporting Youth Living With and Affected by HIV in Ontario
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Highly-effective medications mean that someone
diagnosed with HIV today can effectively manage the
illness and expect a better quality of life. Additionally,
fewer people worldwide are prematurely dying of AIDS-
related causes. In the meantime, researchers continue to
work on developing a widely useable cure.

Despite these gains, HIV is still an issue to be concerned
about. In Canada, as in other parts of the world, HIV
overwhelmingly affects already marginalized groups and
communities, such as men who have sex with men, people
who inject drugs, and racialized populations, including
Indigenous people. In Ontario, like the rest of Canada,
the story of HIV draws attention to existing fractures and
structural inequalities.
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To provide well-rounded and effective services

to youth living with and affected by HIV, it is
important that service providers understand how
youth come into contact with HIV. Among new

youth diagnoses in 2016:
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