
Music as a 
Vehicle for 
Community 
Development
RICHARD MARSELLA,  PH.D

YOUTHREX SEMINAR

FEB 25,  2026



Community Music
“Everyone has the right and ability to make, create 
and enjoy their own music and that active music-
making should be encouraged and supported at all 
ages and at all levels of society”

(CMA website, 2025)
Community Music is: 
Cooperative and process-centred. 

Community Music is not: 
Competitive, exclusionary, egocentric, and product-centred



Part 1: Keeping it Weird

Early days 

Early influences

Community Music projects



Part 1: Keeping it Weird



Part 1: Keeping it Weird – Friendly Rich



Keeping it Weird: Tom Green Show



Part 1: Keeping it Weird – Friendly Rich



Keeping it Weird – Early Influences

Zappa Stockhausen Mileece



Keeping it Weird: 
The Nihilist Spasm Band



Part 1: Einstürzende Neubauten



Part 1: R. Murray Schafer



How to Play 
Your World (2017)



Part 1: Keeping it Weird: Parade of Noises



Part 1: Keeping it Weird: Tintamarre



Part 2: The Musical Playground

Music Box Village, New Orleans



Part 2: The Musical Playground



Review of the Literature



Methodology



Creative Expression
• How does the Music Box Village function as a space for 

creative expression?



Music Education
• How does the Music Box Village function as an educational space?



Community Development
 How does the Music Box Village function as a vehicle for community development? 







Radical Collaboration
• An Emergent Meta-Theme



CONCLUSION

The Space acts 
as:

 Composer
 Teacher
 Conduit
 Canvas 



Implications for Future 
Research:

 Similar spaces
 Behavioral 

challenges
 Post-COVID 
 Curriculum 

development



PART 3: 
Community Music Schools of Toronto



PART 3: 
Community Music Schools of Toronto

Charlotte Mustafa



PART 3: 
Community Music Schools 
of Toronto

Milena JulianFatou



PART 3: 
Community Music Schools of Toronto
Jane Finch site

A new 5000 square foot 
site at Jane Finch
At the York Woods library
In partnership with the 

City of Toronto
Slated to be built in the 

new 2 years.



PART 3: 
Community Music Schools of Toronto



PART 3: 
CMST: From Roger Waters…



PART 3: 
CMST: …to The Sun Ra Arkestra



PART 3…to Taylor Swift!



PART 3: CMST 
– Youth in Detention

Since 2016
In partnership with 

Woodgreen Youth 
Services
Looking to expand 

provincially



PART 3: Chair in Community Music

Since 2016
In partnership with 

York University 
Over 25 research 

studies supporting 
Jane Finch program



PART 3: BAMM Synth



PART 3: 
Community Music Schools of Toronto



PART 3: CMST – You’re All in the Band



Part 3: Community Music Schools of 
Toronto – Scalability



Thanks for listening!

Richard Marsella, Ph.D
director@communitymusic.org 


